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Grade K-1 Information Books: Paired Common Core and Global Texts 

CC Title/Author 
 

Level 
Info 

Themes/Plot Global Pairs Level 
Info 

Global 
Context 

Themes/Plot of Global Books 

Science 
 
A Tree is a Plant, 
Clyde Robert 
Bulla 
 
My Five Senses, 
Aliki 
 
 
Starfish, Edith 
Hurd 
 
 
 
Let’s Find Out 
about Ice 
Cream, Mary 
Reid 
 
*Science = Let’s-
Read-and-Find-
Out Science 
Series 
 
 
 

 
 
RL 2.2 
31 pp 
Science 1 
 
RL 2.0 
31 pp 
Science 1 
 
370 L 
33 pp 
Science 1 
 
 
500 L 
31 pp 
 

 
 
Life cycle of a 
tree 
 
 
How we use 
our 5 senses 
 
 
Intro to 
appearance 
and behaviors 
of starfish  
 
How ice 
cream is 
made 

 
 
Baby Whales Drink 
Milk, Barbara 
Esbensen 
 
In the Rainforest, 
Kate Duke 
 
Slow, Slow Sloths, 
Bonnie Bader 
 
 
Amazing Gorillas, 
Sarah Thomson 
 
 
Animals Work, Ted 
Lewin  
 
Can You See Me? 
Ted Lewin 
 
Look!, Ted Lewin 
 
 
What Am I? Where 
Am I? Ted Lewin 

 
 
(M) 
32 pp 
Science1 
 
32 pp 
Science2 
 
Penguin 
Young 
Readers2 
 
I Can  
Read 2 
(N) 
 
I Like to 
Read, (C) 
 
I Like to 
Read (C) 
 
I Like to 
Read (D) 
 
I Like to 
Read (C) 

 
 
Global 
 
 
 
South 
America 
 
Latin 
America 
 
 
Africa 
 
 
 
Global 
 
 
Costa Rica 
 
 
Global 
 
 
Global 
 

 
 
Behaviors of humpback whales, with focus on 
their characteristics as mammals.   
 
 
Plants and animals in a rainforest ecosystem 
 
 
Photos and facts about the life of sloths.  See 
also, Giraffes, Jennifer Dussling  
 
 
Gorillas and their habitats and life. Photos. 
See also, Amazing Whales and Amazing 
Tigers 
 
The types of work that animals do in different 
global locations.  
 
The ways that rainforest animals blend into 
their environments.  
 
The actions of animals around the world.  
 
 
Guessing games of names of animals and 
where they live 



 
Red-Eyed Tree Frog, 
Joy Cowley  
 
 
National Geographic 
Kids and National 
Geographic Readers 
 
Scholastic Discover 
More Readers 
 
Nic Bishop Animal 
Series 
 
 
Water Land: Land 
and Water Forms 
Around the World, 
Christy Hale 
 

 
490L (I) 
32 pp 
 
 
Level 2 
(L to 0) 
 
 
Level 1 
and 2 
 
Scholastic 
Level 2 
(N) 
 
 

 
Central 
America 
 
 
Global 
 
 
 
Global 
 
 
Global 
 
 
 
Global 

 
Frog in a rainforest spends the night 
searching for food. Outstanding photos by Nic 
Bishop.  
 
Photos and brief text. Titles include Frogs! (L),  
Snakes (M), Penguins (N), Weird Sea 
Creatures (N), Pandas (N), Safari (D) 
 
Photos and brief text. Titles include Planets 
(N), Fantastic Frogs (0) 
 
Beginner reader series each on one animal – 
Lizards, Snakes, Spiders, Butterflies  
 
 
Die-cut pages identify types of water bodies 
and corresponding land masses to see how 
connections between earth and water.  

Social Studies  
 
A Weed is a 
Flower, Aliki 
 

 
 
640 L (N) 
32 pp 
 

 
 
George 
Washington 
Carver, born a 
slave and 
became a 
scientist  
 

 
 
UP! How Families 
Around the World 
Carry Their Little 
Ones. Susan Hughes 
 
Pompeii, Buried 
Alive, Edith 
Kunhardt 
 
 
 

 
 
500L 
2.3 
 
 
 
Steps 
into 
Reading 
340 L (N) 
48 pp 
 

 
 
Global 
 
 
 
 
Italy 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Explores the different ways that families carry 
their babies in many different settings around 
the world.  
 
 
Story of the day in 79 AD when the volcano 
erupted and a city was buried.  
 
 
 
 



Living in ……. 
Around the World, 
Chloe Perkins 
 

Ready-to-
Read, 2 
 
 
 

Global 
 
 
 

Each book focuses on people, places, and 
history and is narrated by a child. Series 
includes Brazil, South Korea, China, Egypt, 
Australia.    
 
 

Concept Books 
 
Truck, Donald 
Crews 
 
 
 
I Read Signs, 
Tana Hoban 
 
 

 
 
Wordless 
concept 
book 
 
 
Concept 
book 
 

 
 
Journey of 
truck from 
loading to 
unloading 
 
Signs seen 
along the 
street 
 

 
 
Bread Bread Bread, 
Ann Morris  
 
 
 
First Experiences 
Series, Ifeoma 
Onyefulu 
 
 
 
Grand, Marla S. 
Konrad 
 
 
Look at This! Series, 
Ifeoma Onyefulu 
 
 
Mom and Me, Marla 
S. Konrad 
 
My Nose, Your 
Nose, Melanie 
Walsh 
 

 
 
28 pp 
280L 
(E/F) 
 
 
32 pp 
 
 
 
 
 
24 pp 
 
 
 
28 pp 
 
 
 
24 pp 
 
 
34 pp 
RL 1.1 
 
 

 
 
Global 
 
 
 
 
Ghana 
Ethiopia 
 
 
 
 
Global 
 
 
 
Mali 
 
 
 
Global 
 
 
England 
 
 
 

 
 
Simple text and photos celebrate bread 
around the world.  See also, Shoes Shoes 
Shoes, Hats Hats Hats, On the Go, Tools, 
Families, Houses and Homes 
 
First experiences of young children.  Photos. 
Titles include – Devon Goes to Nursery School, 
Grandma Comes to Stay, Vicky Goes to the 
Doctor, Omer’s Favorite Place, New Shoes for 
Helen, Ife’s First Haircut 
 
World vision early reader on relationships 
with grandparents. Also, I Like to Play, 
Getting There.  
 
Color photos and simple text showcase items 
and actions of children and families in Mali.  
Titles include Home, Play, Clothes, Food.  
 
World vision early reader on relationships 
between a mother and a child.   
 
A celebration of diversity across children, 
focusing on body parts  
 
 



Whoever You Are, 
Mem Fox 
 
You and Me 
Together, Barbara 
Kerley 
 
Yum! Yuck!  People 
Sounds, Linda Sue 
Park 
 

32 pp 
490 L (I) 
 
32 pp 
 
 
 
32 pp 
 

Global 
 
 
Global 
 
 
 
Global 

The similarities that join children together all 
around the world, such as joy, love and pain.  
 
Photos from around the world with brief text 
of moms, dads, and kids spending time 
together.   
 
A foldout book that describes the sounds 
people make for feelings in many languages.  

 
Tr = translated from that language and country into English  
 
Under Levels, the letters, e.g. (K), in parentheses are Fountas and Pinnell levels  
 

Note:  There are many global picturebooks for read-alouds to K-1 children listed under the 2-3 grade level.         
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